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Brandenburg

Åa partner in EasyWay-

CONNECT being a Federal 

State in the Eastern part of 

Germany. 

Åwidely surrounds Berlin, the 

German capital, with a 

border on Poland in the 

East.
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Brandenburg

Å has a network of more than 800 km of 
motorways, most of them being part of the 
TERN. 

Å In the nineties, Brandenburg motorways 
were reconstructed and in majority 
enlarged from four to six lanes. 

Å So, apart from what is already under 
construction, for the next decade there is 
no further planning for extension.



Cross-border and transit transport problems
Å up to 2025, traffic volume is expected to increase by 25% 

- a major challenge

Å the largest share of cross-border traffic is attributed to freight 

transport to and from western Europe. South-eastern and eastern 

Europe with an annual growth between 4 and 5% herein show the 

highest growth rates. A similar trend can be seen in transit. In 

2025, it is expected that the traffic relation western Europe -

eastern Europe (annual growth rate of over 5%) will form the 

largest share of total transit traffic through Germany.

Å on the road, however, the 5.4% annual growth rate in the relation 

western Europe - eastern Europe represents the largest growth 

rates in the region. 



Congestion
Å in general is a problem where high traffic volumes coincide with a lack of diversion 

routes and/or the protection of landscape and neighbouring communities. 

Å Taking into account also the economic loss caused by congestions, the 

Brandenburg Ministry of Infrastructure and Agriculture now intends to, at least, 

mitigate the problem by providing better traffic information through ITS installations. 

Å The idea behind is that better informed road users show more understanding and 

flexibility when it comes to congestion and road incidents.



4 examples of ITS measures

1. ITS influencing cross-border traffic

2. ITS traffic management in case of road construction measures with 
lane subtraction

3. ITS diversion of traffic in case of closures

4. ITS planning for the renovation and widening of motorways



PL
It is not just the, already now, very 

high share of HGV traffic on the 

east-west axis (E 30) that 

Brandenburg has to deal with: 

BAB 12:35,000 vehicles per day, 

11,700 HGV, 95% of them of 

foreign origin, mainly Polish.



Congestion at the Polish 

border



Gutted Polish truck



Fatigue accident 

Ukraine truck



A 12 Polish border

eastbound
Installation of variable message 

signs for

Å congestion warning

Å warning of a break-down of 

truck 

Å truck controls by police or 

customs 

Å But: traffic data exchange with 

the Polish colleagues initiated 

in the course of the CONNECT 

stagnates



A 12 Polish Border 

results

ÅLess congestion

ÅBetter road safety

ÅLess criminality

ÅBut more traffic and 
larger capacity
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PL

A 11:

This is the link between 

Szczecin near Baltic Sea 

to Berlin, where 24,000 

vehicles and 4,400 HGV 

per day have to slip 

through a bottleneck due 

to construction works 

(presently until 2011).



A 11 Polish Border

northbound
Installation of variable 

message signs for 

Åcongestion warning and 
break-down of vehicles

Åtruck control by police or 
customs duty 

One lane towards Berlin



A 11 Planning

ÅAutomatic car recognition 
to assess the length of 
traffic jams

ÅOnline information for 
police, private companies 
and radio stations

ÅProblem: privacy 

ÅNumber plate recognition 
controversiallydiscussed



PL
BAB 10:

exit Potsdam / 
Southwest of Berlin: 
87,000 vpd, 22,000 
HGV



A 10 Orbital ring road 

Berlin 
Åmotorway sectionwith 

the highest traffic density 
in all eastern Germany

Åeast-west axis

Ågateway to Berlin

Åpermanent variable 
message signs and 
routing since 1995

Åwidening from 6 to 8 
lanes within next 2 years



Traffic information How to 

organise?

From Friday 29/10/10 evening 
to Sunday 31/10/10 
afternoon: full motorway 
closure

Most overcrowed motorway 
secton of Eastern Germany 
with nearly 90.000 vehicles 
per day

0

20.000

40.000

60.000

80.000

100.000

120.000

2
3 1 3 5 7 9

1
1

1
3

1
5

1
7

1
9

2
1

2
3 1 2 4 6 8

1
0

1
2

Prognosis based on traffic volume 

calculations 



Dealing with total closure

Åcan be forecastedby using 
simple mathematical 
procedures and how by using 
the traffic warning system. 

Åcan help to reducethe 
impacts on drivers and the 
economical cost. 



Deviation
Right has priority 

Traffic lights switch off or give 

priority to motorway 

closed road


